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             Date: 2-28-07

Title of Lesson: Poetry Connections 
                             Grade/Subject: 6th Grade Language Arts

Instructional Objectives/Student Outcomes: 
At the end of this lesson students will demonstrate:

· An effective level of comprehension of selected poems
· Ability to successfully analyze and apply poetry to their personal life
· Ability to use higher order thinking skills. 
· RLA.6.1.1 Know the defining characteristics, build background knowledge and use reading skills to understand a variety of West Virginia, national and international authors (e.g., fiction; nonfiction; myths; poems; fantasies; biographies; autobiographies; science fiction; tall tales; supernatural tales).
· RLA.6.1.5 Use comprehension skills (e.g., draw conclusions; interpret meaning).
· RLA.6.1.8 Explain text connections to self, to other text and to the world for understanding a literary passage.

Rationale:

This lesson is designed to help students be able to effectively and easily read, comprehend, analyze, and connect poetry to real life situations. 

Essential Question: How does poetry connect to and relate to our personal life? 
Management Framework:
Desks will be placed in groups of four for student discussion.
Handouts already placed on desks.
55 minute lesson

· 10 min: 
Introduction/ Class Discussion
· 10 min: 
Teacher led discussion  

· 10 min: 
Poems read and reactions recorded 

· 5 min: 

Class discussion and brief analyzation of poems 

· 10 min: 
Group discussion 
· 5 min:

Closure 

· 5 min: 

Homework assignment 

Teaching Strategies:

· Teacher led discussion

· Class discussion

· Group discussion
· Independent written response
Procedures:

Introduction:

· A short class discussion will take place in which students are asked to share their favorite poems and why or why not they enjoy reading poetry

· A quick review of how to read poetry will be conducted and led by the teacher

· "How to Read Poetry" handout will be referenced and placed within student notebooks for later consultation (See Attach How to Read Poetry)
Body:

· Following the recommendation of the handout, each poem will be read once without interruption (See Attach Kristine Poetry)
· As each poem is read students will write down 3 immediate ideas/thoughts/feelings/reactions that are produced by the poem (See Attached Student Sample #1, #2, #3, #4, #5)
· Each poem will be read again and then a short class discussion on comprehension and analyzation will take place

· Focusing on their personal feelings elicited from the poem, students will discuss in groups of four their favorite poem and provide at least one explanation as to why they selected it. Students will also discuss how these poems connect with their personal lives or personal feelings.

Closure:

· The process of How to Read a poem will be reviewed

· Students will write out a one paragraph response to their favorite poem explaining how the poem made them feel and why they connected with it (See attached response sheet and Student Sample #1, #2).

Assessment:
· Observation of oral responses during class discussion (Formative)
· Observation of immediate written responses to poetry (Formative)
· Observation of group discussion (Formative)
· Written response to poems (Summative) (See attached Grading Rubric)
Materials:

· Handout on "How to Read Poetry"

· Selected Kristine O'Connell George Poetry
Reflection:
