WVSU STUDENT LESSON PLAN

Student Teacher: Christy Schwartz


Date: March 20, 2007

     

Title of Lesson: Write Me a Picture


Grade/Subject: 4th & 5th Grade Language


Instructional Objectives/Student Outcomes:

· Students will be able to brainstorm descriptive words for an object, and organize and use them to write a descriptive paragraph.
· Students will be able to correctly use a thesaurus to increase their vocabulary.
· RLA.O.4.2.08—create an effective response to a task in form, content and language (e.g., letters, poems, brief reports or descriptions, instructions, journals).

· RLA.O.5.2.07—draft analogies, illustrations, examples, or anecdotes to respond to an oral, visual, or written prompt.
· RLA.O.4.1.14—select and use a variety of sources to gather information (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, newspapers, informational texts, electronic resources).

· RLA.O.5.1.02—use a variety of strategies (e.g., etymology, context clues, affixes, synonyms, antonyms) to increase grade-appropriate vocabulary.
Rationale:  This lesson is designed to increase student vocabulary and improve descriptive writing skills.  It will also give students practice analyzing and critiquing the work of others.
Essential Question: How can we use words to describe objects and create pictures in the minds of our readers?
Management Framework:

Lesson Length: 40 Minutes




Class Arrangement: Individual Stations
· 10 minutes – Teacher introduction and class discussion
· 15 minutes – Writing descriptive paragraphs
· 10 minutes – Sharing paragraphs
· 5 minutes – Regroup and closure-essential question

Teaching Strategies/Activities:

( Teacher Demonstration (auditory, visual, oral)
(Write, Pair, Share (oral, written, auditory, visual)
 

( Graphic Organizers (visual)


(Guided Practice (oral, auditory, visual)

( Teacher-led Discussion (oral, auditory)


Procedures:

Introduction:

Tell the students that you are going to play a guessing game.  Ask them to close their eyes.  Using very descriptive language, begin to describe an object in the room.  When you are finished, ask the students if they know which object you were describing.  When they guess, write the word on the board and draw a circle around it.  Ask the students to tell you which descriptive words they heard that helped them identify the object.  Use those words to create a word web around the word that you have circled.  (See Attach Word Web.)  Ask them if they can think of more words to add to the web.  Ask them if they know what type of graphic organizer you are using.  If they are unfamiliar with a word web, explain that it is used to organize information when brainstorming ideas for a paragraph or story.
Body:

· Ask the students why they think that descriptive words are important when writing stories or articles.

· Read the students a short story out of which you have taken all of the descriptive words.  Then read it again with all of the descriptive words in it. (See Attach Story.)  Ask them which story they prefer and why.
· Ask the students to identify one or two objects in the room, and, as a class, brainstorm descriptive words for the items.  Ask the students to identify which words are more descriptive and which are less descriptive.  Are there some words that make the item “come alive” for the listener?
· Tell the students that they will choose a common item and write a short descriptive paragraph about it.  Tell them not to share the identity of the item because a classmate will try to guess the identity from their description.  Tell them to include as much detail as possible to make sure they convey a picture of the object to their reader.
· Show the students the rubric that will be used to grade the paragraphs and explain exactly what they are expected to do.  (See Attach Rubric Student Work.)

· Pass out thesauruses for the students to use to increase their word choices.

· Allow adequate time for the students to write their paragraphs.  Circulate to answer questions or clarify expectations.

· When the students are finished, have them share their paragraphs with a neighbor.  They will each then try to guess the object that their partner was describing.

Closure:

· Ask the students to explain what they have learned about descriptive words.
· Essential Question: How can we use what we have learned about descriptive words to improve our writing and make it more interesting to our readers?
· Collect written paragraphs.

Assessment of Student Learning:

· Informal diagnostic assessment will be in the form of questions and answers in the demonstration to determine level of student knowledge of descriptive words and ability to use them correctly.
· Informal formative assessment will occur as teacher observes during the activity to determine student understanding of assignment and ability to use thesaurus to increase descriptive word choices for their written paragraph.
· Formal summative assessment will be in the form of a graded rubric for the written paragraphs.
Materials/Resources:

· Dry erase board, markers, eraser

· Paper and pencils
· Thesauruses
· Example of word web (See Attach Word Web.) (Word web created using Kidspiration software.)
· Story with and without descriptive words (See Attach Story.) (The story is an adaptation of a story made up by Linda Rumbaugh, a 6th grade Language Arts teacher at Winfield Middle School.)
· Rubrics (Rubric adapted from a rubric found at the following web address:  http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/rubrics.htm) (See Attach Rubric Student Work.)

· This lesson was adapted from a lesson plan found at the following web address:  http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/writingStrat/
Extended Activities:

If time:

Students will create a visual representation of their favorite descriptive word using materials of their choice.  This may be a collage, drawing, sculpture, mosaic or anything that time and classroom materials permit.
Reflection/Self-Evaluation:
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